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Vandalizing of fruit seller
is about protecting the
identity of Imphal

It is not about being communal but rather a
protest against the disparities by government agency
towards its citizens by dividing on communal lines.
Preserving one’s culture and traditions is what every
community felt as their bounden duty to protect their
identity. When felt insecure, the community in danger
has every right to protest.

Much has been debated on the issue for demand
for a permit system to the entry of non local in the
state. The ongoing agitation demanding ILPS is about
protecting and preserving the traditions, culture and
identity of the people of the state. It is a legitimate
right of the people to put up the demand as the
Indian constitution too says that every citizen has
the right to protect and preserve their own culture
and tradition. After all the system is in force at some
neighbouring states of Manipur.

Yesterday incident or say a democratic protest
which was compelled to turn violent after authority
fails to listen the plea of the JCILPS has been
misinterpreted to monger communal hatred among
Meitei people and the Mayang people. We already
had experience about such technique being used in
the past by government authority. But a closure look
into what prompted the JCILPS volunteers taking the
extreme form of agitation will make every right
thinking people that the movement was not against
any specific communities.

Some few days back after the issue for demand
of ILPS remain quiet with the coming of a new
government which had assured to introduce a
legislation of ILPS type in the state, the JCILPS finally
re-organised a protest by submitting memorandum
to the government for speedy introduction of a
legislation. The Women wing when inspected the
condition of the Khwairamband Keithel Ima Market -
the only women run market in the country, many
male were found mixing the women vendors at some
area. This is a direct threat to the traditions and
identity of Khwairamband Keithel Ima Market. The
JCILPS did not care about which communities that
male vendor occupying seat in Ima Market belongs to
but the Women Wing threaten serious agitation if
they have not been driven out. What is coincidental
is that almost all the male occupying women seat
turned out to be non-indigenous people.

It’s natural that the Students’ Wing of the JCILPS
would definitely stand against attaching of market
shed in front of their school and that too by attaching
to the wall.

Students, staffs and teachers of Bhairodan
Maxwell Hindi Primary and High School, have been
submitting memorandums time and again to shift
the fruit vendors from the area as it disturbs the
school environment. Media too witness series of
protest by the school students and teachers.

The fruit vendors claimed to have license but the
truth is that the license they procured is illegal as
there is a Supreme Court order which said that no
license for selling goods can be provided on the foot
path. The 25 fruit vendors are being provided license
for making stall on the footpath as well as on the
drain. The waste produced from them had failed the
school drainage and every rainy season students and
teachers have suffered extreme hardship due to
artificial flood.

The protest witness yesterday has a tendency to
spark another mass protest, but could have been
prevented if the law enforcers were ordered to deliver
their services without disparities.

When the government seemed to be serious about
encroachers government land why they still keep
continuing protection to the illegal fruit vendors. Is it
because these fruit sellers are Mayang from Mainland
who is being protected by the fascist Hindutva regime
or Is it a mere negligence on the part of the
administrators.

Human history has not been an amiable narrative
of peaceful co-existence and development.
Throughout the various epochs, many politico - cultural
trends have emerged and disappeared with particular
time periods, only to reappear again in a more subtle
form and then proceed toward another
transformation. A peculiar feature evident throughout
has been the stark feature of dissent a resultant of
various opposing, contesting (and unequal),
asymmetrical forces, which in turn get expressed
through various means - violent or otherwise. What
is conspicuous is the culture in which dissent is
suppressed, repressed subversion contained and
opposition strategically anticipated, controlled and
diffused by the dominant force working exclusively in
the interest of the prevailing power structure.
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in the prison, a strong motive fordistributed cigarettes and boughif those times. But it seemed, they
protest and reformation was borrtea at the canteen for the fellowwere served with a meal costing
in the minds of Sanajaoba. Itinmates to win over them. only Rupees Three. It came to
afterwards came to greater light inAfter somedays, Late know that the prisoners were
the subsequent eventsAs first Nongmaithem Pahari, who neededieprived of their due rights. Earlier
Late Nongmeikakpam Sanajaobatep, uncooked rice wasno introduction and Late Dr plead to the Superintendent also
popularly known as Lamyanbadistributed to each room in theManimoham also joined in asdoesn’'t pay any heed. This time
Sanajaoba is without questiormorning before cooking. That wasprison inmates. They werealso, some of them led by
accepted by one and all as thdone so that prisoner could screearrested under FIR 350. That time Sanajaoba made a verbal request
pioneer of investigative journalismout the stones and pest from thél. Pahari was still an employee ofto the jailor But it proved futile.

in Manipur He took active role in rice grains for their consumption.All India Radio. Dr Manimohan From that, Sanajaoba decided to
the formation of Pan ManipurSanajaoba stored those stonemins a homeopathic Clini namedtake steps for hunger strike.
Youth League (RNMYL) in the and pests screened out from th&Rapid Care'at Masjid Road. Dr That day they( including some
year 1968. In 1969, he became thece in an emptyicks Can and kept Manimohan was a person whoRGMs) were to produce before the
founding editor of the monthly it safely with him. He later showedplayed a major role for the Lamphel DC Court for remand.
journal, ‘Lamyanba’, brought outthose pests and stones to the Jaimotional integration among theThat morning, they all have
by PANMYL. Lamyanba emeged superintendent when he came fopeople (hill-valley) of Manipur as decided to not have meal. Doing
as a total diversion from thethe inspection visit and protestedan activist of Manipur Cultural so, they all have turned up to go
existing publications andwith a demand for providing Integration Conference (MCIC) court without having meal. They
periodicals of those times, as iguality food. The Superintendentunder the leadership of Lateall have walked out of the jail inner
pioneered the investigativebefore he went, assured statingMaharajkumar Priyabarta. Paharigate and paraded near the outside
journalism in Manipur He was ‘Yes, I'll look into the mattérEven and Manimohan was alsogate for boarding the vehicle.
imprisoned imugust 1969. Many then, nothing happened and theraccomodated at the same roomSince, those who went to court the
said, he was arrested fomwasnoimprovement. Room no. 12 with Sanajaoba andrevious days said they were not
lampooning the then ChiefAt that time, there was a trend offomchou. Pahari, since alreadyproperly checkedfomchou also
Commissioner of Manipyr abusing the new-comer prisonersvell acquainted with Sanajaoba,joined in the parade, tucking in
Baleshwar Prasad as ‘Looter oby asking their reason ofthree of them includinfomchou two completed scripts in his
Palace Gun’, ‘Amurabdlibaba’ imprisonment or by giving any share the same bedit that time, stomach. But that day was so
(tr., BlackieAlibaba) in his write- flimsy ground. In the process,Pahari must be around 35/36 yearsnfortunate that, Jailor Saranthem
up at Lamyanba Journal, and aew-comers were physicallyof age. He seemed slightly senioNodiachand was found sitting in
publication brought out by assaulted, made to sweepbroorto Sanajaoba. Pahari also treated chair taking sun-bath near their
PANMYL titled, ‘What is wrong in and wipe the room and clean théfomchou endearingly after parade. Since he was present, jail
Manipur’ on charge of sedition.toilet. Sanajaoba objected such adtnowing that he is a playwright staff started screening them one
AthokpamTomchou, a well known and afterwards it was no longerand also sings popular song in hi9y one.Tomchou suddenly got
playwright, who was with him done.All the prisoners respectcollege life. In the night time, alarmed, thinking that he would
together at the prison said, all oSanajaoba. Those othersPahari spend his time singing asurely be caught this day
them, who got arrested in the samenprisoned in connection with the request of the fellow inmates.Continuingly thinking, what
month of August, were chgred ‘revolutionary case’ were alsoSongs sung by Pahari at thoseneans should he find, he tried to
under the same First Informatiorespected. Tomchou and timeswere ‘Ho Ema Poknafam Emastand at the last. Just at his back,
Report (FIR) charging them withSanajaoba, together decided to trilangumbi  Yaode Ema’, there was one cupboard for
various sections relating withwriting by bringing in pen and ‘Khonglam Laman Singamloi’, keeping guns. He then steadfastly
‘sedition’ and ‘waging war againstpaper since they thought, they‘Ahingda Khongbi HoTamna’, pulled out the scripts and kicked
the state’. They all arrested undewere going to serve jail time longetc. There was one humorouslyit underneath the cupboard.
FIR 350 (8) 69/ US 395/397/431/436term as they got arrested undeimteresting anecdote about N.Nobody took notice of it. Then,
120B/IPC and 1 West Bengal non-bailable warranAt that time, Pahari. The prisoner inmates in theall of them after getting throughly
SecurityAct & 25 @ArmsAct. NK  prisoners were forbidded fromjail were paraded and herded likechecked, lifted the vehicléfter
Sanajaoba, along with some ofvriting and posessing pen andooultry and let to enter one bythe vehicle started, he could still
those arrested in connection wittpaper There was a criteria for one, after noting them, by the jailproperly see scriptsAnxiously
sedition and waging war againsproviding specific number of warderThat daythe total inmates thinking whether it was him alone
the state was accommodated dtlank paper to ‘Aand ‘B’ Class for Room no. 12 was 28. Thewho wass seeing it, they reached
Room No. 1. ‘Raghu Gunda’ ofpolitical prisoner But they were following day, the warden, the courtAfter reaching the DC
Singjamrei Kshetri Leikai, greatly classed in ‘C’ category togetherLuingam came and unlocked theCourt, they all sat together in a
famed for his notoriefymprisoned with the ordinary prisoners. So,key. He was a havildar belongingroom. In the meantime&fambem

in connection with the criminal pen and paper was forbidded tdo the native hill communityHe Tijendra, the editor-in-charge of
activities, was a ring-leader of allthem. So,Tomchou and Late started parading some prisoneréamyanba was just sighted
the prisonersAll of them fear him Sanajaoba decided to writeand counting them. Thoseoutside from windowSanajaoba
and was under his control. EversecretivelyWriting had been the arrested in ‘revolutionary case’ steadfastly pulled out a bunch of
those who were years senior to hirheart and soul for both of them.were excluded from the paradepaper and throw it outside the
reverently called him ‘d@mo’outof At that time, Tomchou, as They were counted in their window. Tijendra picked it up and
fear. It was at his room thatscriptwriter had already to his respective bedlhat daythe total went away Tomchou was
Sanajaoba an@lomchou together credit about four stage plays ancdiumber count was only 27.awestruck thinking how
were accommodated. Prisonergen courtyard plays. Sanajaobalavildar Luingam must have Sanajaoba managed to brought it
were served fish curry everytreated Tomchou with great panicked as one number of inmatainconcealed despite the rigorous
Friday The fishes meant for jail affection and love. The was lessfrom the preceding countheck. Just after Tijendra went,
inmates, before being taken to th@seudonym used byjomchou in of 28. The difference in the numberJailor came in a Jeep vehicle and
Kitchen room of the prison, his writings as pen name, ‘Atomcount was becau§®@mchou with Sanajaoba was isolated in a room
considerable quantity of it used td_uwang’ was coined by Sanajaobéiis diminutive physical stature and thoroughly checked. From
be part off by Raghu and stokedvhile they were together in thewent unnoticed as he laid downthat, it could be comprehended
alive for his personal consumptiorprison.That way they started well between physically broad staturedhat, either there was something
and nobody objected. He ate iset for the writing. One ink and tall Pahari and Sanajaobain relation to the hunger strike
daily either fried or cooked at thefountain pen was bought for him.Luingam from the doorstep of thegoing on in the jail after they went
kerosene stove in his room. NKANnd the paper was brought in byroom said, ‘Ojha Pahari, theor it was suspected that
Sanajaoba, being his locality elderthe convicted prisoners who werenumber of prisoner inmate is less’.Sanajaoba posesses something in
also, at his insistence used to havess censored by the jail stafAs It seemed Pahari must havewriting about the misdeeds of the
meal with him sharing his preparedor Tomchou, at the day of hisrealised the situation. Hegovernment.And Tomchou,
fishes All of them were freed after appearing before the court, soménstantly stated, ‘Eigi nakandei thinking of the scripts he kicked
spending about 15 days in Jail. ball pen refill were brought in by sirane’ (whether the one besidesn underneath the cupboard,
One Sanasam Joychandra fronmserting it inside the fly-chain of me). Tomchou also just pulled spend time anxious and restless.
Chingamakha was killed in firing his pant.And a pen was made byout his head from inside theAfter they were remanded at
by CRPF personnel in connectiorputting the refill inside a blanket. Seeing that, the Havildaranother date, they returned to jail.
with the agitation for demanding‘Langchak’(tr., Bobbin). But he went saying, ‘ok, ok, everyone Tomchou felt a sense of relief
statehood during the visit bystill doesnt have any paper please take restfterwards, they when he found the script still there
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. In its Somehowhe had to find ways. Helaughed remembering thelying intact. During that moment,
immediate aftermath, all of themwrote a script of the play incident. There was one jail staffclerk Kondumba just came out.
including Sanajaoba who recentlydiagonally superimposedlywhose name is Kondum. HeTomchou terrifyingly told
got released were again arresteaigainst the parallely printedworked as a typist clerk. In theKondumba to collect the scripts
under non-bailable warrant. Mostetters of the Science Reportemnight time, he used to share theand bring in when he comes.
of them were accommodated atopy with a red colour refill. That meal and slept together with theSaying so, he passed in the inner
Room no 12 together with some ofcript titled, ‘College Girl’ was prisoner inmates. Sanajaobagate and enter the jaiAfter
the convicted Meitei State(Courtyard) played by the persuaded Kondum to secretivelyreaching jail, they could feel that
Committee rebels. Since Raghyesteryears famous comedianbring out a copy of jail manual something had happened. The
was no longer in the prison, theyOinam Babu and his partifter from the staff cupboard. It authority already have come to
also ate what was being served fathat, another play titled, contained the rules andknow why the prisoners were
all. The meal served was pestNingsinbidraba Ningthemcha’ regulations which were to befasting and who their leader was.
ridden badly odoured filthy Usna(tr., Forgotten Ningthemchas) followed in the jails oAssam and Also, it came to know that the
Rice for storing long in the based on the life of NingthemManipur. Tomchou and authority recovered some of the
godown. Fish curry was servedHerachandra was scripted.Sanajaoba hurriedly hand copiedwritings of Sanajaoba which he
every FridayOtherwise it was Dal Another Drama titled, the contents of the manual in akeptin hiding. It later came to light
most of the time though‘Keishumshang' based on hisnight and returned to Kondum.that it was due to the undercover
vegetables were occasionallyexperience in the prison was als®anajaoba became more agitatejail staff among the fellow prisoner
served. If at times, new prisonerscripted. So, he altogether wroteand dissatisfied after reading thenmates. That was a very shameful
were send in at the evening, théhree scripts during his prison life.jail manual. More importantlthe day for Sanajaoba and other
cook of the prison, just to make itSanajaoba too wrote many essaysmanual clearly mentioned theprisoners. It was because all
sufficient, poured water at thefor his ‘Lamyanba’ peroidical. quality and quantity of food to be hunger strikers were herded to the
vessel of the cooked disAt that Sanajaoba andomchou slept provided to the prisoners.kitchen and made to have their
time, Ibomcha ‘Mijaba(tr., Man- together in the same bed. TheiSanajaoba clearly noticed that alimeal. They all ate unwillingly
eater) of Meitei State Committee ped was laid cornermost so that ithose provisions in the manualSanajaoba was publicly shamed
along with some other convictswould not be sighted at the vigilwere not complied and followed for instigating hunger strike in the
cooked food for the prisoners. Thef the jail staff. They also bythe Manipur administratioio  prison and also for writing ‘Larei
quantity of meal for a prisoner wagpersuaded the fellow inmates fosum up, a prisoner shouldLathup’(tr., InconvenienfTruth)
just a bowl each of rice and dishnot disclosing about their writing supposedly be given a mealin the ‘“Yukhal Marumdatolumn.

It seemed after having such foodo the jail staff. They also costing Rupees Seven at the rate Contd on page 3




